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Truckee and Tahoe Baslns: ................... .................... ................ ................. 

of the Sierras conditions are quite different; the rate of 
increase, from Fordyce Dam to Summit drops to 4 inches 
for every 100 feet of increase in elevation, or about 22 
per cent of the rate for the east slope of the ran e. This 
remarkably small rate of increase in snowfalfmay be 
due to the fact that both Fordyce Dam and Summit are 
on the windward, or wet side on the mountains; at  any 
rate, no better explanation suggests itself to the writer 
at the resent time. Similar comparisons of increase of 
snowfd with altitude for other parts of the United States 
would doubtless prove very interesting to students of 
meteorology. 

The distribution of the seasonal snowfall by months is 
shown in Table 3. As a rule, the heaviest snows occur 
in all watersheds in January. Durin the first three 

of the total snowfall in the Truckee-Tahoe Basin; 84 per 
cent in the Carson, and 84 per cent in the Walker Basms. 
It will be seen that so far  as run-off is concerned, the 
snows of the latter half of the season are of but little con- 
sequence, particularly the snowstorms of April and May. 
Not only EI the snow less deep in the southern basins, 
but it disappears earlier than in the Truckee-Tahoe 
Basin. 

TABLE 1.-Comparative snowfalls in i9t.e T h e ,  Carson, and Walker 
toaterahe&, 2909-2926. 
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TULB 2.-Iwme in snowfall soitlr elmation. 

Alti- 1 tude. Stations and b h .  

Walker Bash: FGGt. 
ShieldsRsnch Gal__._.__... 
Tamarack, Cali .............. 

-- 
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1 Fordyce Dam, Cd., h in latitudo 39O 23‘ N., longitude 120’ 29’ W. 

TABLE 3.-i%fonthly anoulflls. 
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MEAN LAKE LEVELS DUBING NOVEMBEB. lSl6. 

By UNITED STATES LAKE SWVEY. 

[Dated Detroit, Uch., Dec. 6,19l6.] 
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